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Purpose and Objective

 Came into force May 2021

 Encourage parties to resolve case by agreement

 Help parties reach just and timely decisions

 Acknowledge impact of conflict on child and family

 Minimize conflict

 Promote cooperation

 Create processes for resolution that are efficient and consistent with
complexity of case



Family Law Matter

 Parenting arrangements

 Guardianship

 Parental Responsibilities

 Residence of Children

 Parenting Time

 Contact

 Support

 Child Support

 Spousal Support

 Protection Orders



Rule 7 – Which Registry?

 Filing Registry should be:

 A) if there is existing case, the registry where it is located;

 B) if no existing case with the same parties, the registry closest to:

 If case involves child-related issues, the residence where the child lives most of the time

 If no child related issues, the residence of the person who first files document



Designated Registries

 Some locations have designated registries

 Various requirements to complete parenting education program / needs assessment 
/ consensual dispute resolution

 Early Resolution Registry: Surrey and Victoria

 Family Justice Registry: Kelowna, Nanaimo and Vancouver (Robson Square)

 Parenting Education Program Registry: Abbotsford, Campbell River, Chilliwack, 
Courtney, Kamloops, New Westminster, North Vancouver, Penticton, Port 
Coquitlam, Prince George, Richmond, and Vernon

 All other registries have no additional requirements



New Application Forms



Application About a Family Law Matter

 All new forms

 First Person, question and answer format

 Fill out only the schedules that apply

 Provides ability to provide narrative in a meaningful way

 Sequence

 Initiating party files Application (Form 3)

 Other party files Reply with Counter Application (Form 6)

 Initiating party files Reply to Application with Counter (Form 8)

 Attend Family Management Conference



Application – Form 3



Application Form



Application Form

 [X] I am applying for the following other order term(s) about parenting 
arrangements:

 Communication 

 Exchange and transport

 Location of residence

 Travel out of province and out of Country

 What happens if there are problems with parenting issues

 How to make changes to parental responsibilities or parenting time



Application Form

 Best Interests of Child

 [X] I believe the order about parenting arrangements I am applying for… is 
in the child(ren)’s best interests because:

 Child’s emotional health and well-being

 Child’s views

 Child’s relationships with parents, guardians, and other important people

 History of care

 Impact of any family violence



Application: Child Support Schedule



Application: Child Support Schedule



Application: Child Support Schedule



Application: Spousal Support Schedule



Application: Spousal Support Schedule



Application (Form 3)

Other Schedules

 Change or Cancel / Replace or Set Aside Existing Agreement or Order

 Appointment of Guardians

 Require Guardianship Affidavit and Supporting Documents  / Criminal Record Check

 Indigenous ancestry of children

 Must serve the Nisga'a Lisims Government or the Treaty First Nation to which the child 
belongs with notice of this application as described in section 208 or 209 of the Family 
Law Act

 The court must consider the Nisga’a laws and customs or the laws and customs of the 
treaty First Nation in making its decision



Reply Forms / Consent Order Form

 Reply to an application about a family law matter (Form 6, PFA715)

 Counter Application

 Reply to a counter application (Form 8, PFA716)

 Application for a family law matter consent order (Form 17, PFA723)

 Judge can:

 Make the order (maybe with changes)

 Ask for more information

 Set court appearance or give directions (such as notice)

 Reject with reasons



Notice of Motion 
Replaced



Notice of Motion Replaced
 New set of application forms:

 Application for case management order (Form 10) / (Form 11 – without 
notice)

 Application about a protection order (Form 12)

 Application about priority parenting matter (Form 15)

 Application for order prohibiting the relocation of a child (Form 16)

 Application about enforcement (Form 29)
 Enforcing agreements or Orders (such as for denial of parenting time / arrears 

of support)

 Written Response to Application  (form 19)

 Court Appearance on the matter

 Hearing on the matter



Application for Case Management Order
Form 10
 File management and access

 Transfer file to another registry

 Correcting filed document (e.g. date of birth / name)

 Financial disclosure or document disclosure timelines

 Parentage Test – DNA paternity testing

 Attendance at or adjournment of Court appearance

 Waiving or Modifying requirements under the Rules

 Settling terms of order

 Conduct Orders

 S.211 Reports

 Subpoena / appointment of lawyer

 Cancelling Order made in absence of a party



Case Management Orders

 May be made at any time

 To manage a case

 To prepare for next steps

 The application must be made with notice to the other party

 If the other party agrees, can apply by consent and choose to have the 
application reviewed by a judge with or without attending a court appearance

 To give notice, each other party must be served with a copy of the application 
and any supporting documents



Application for Case Management Order 
without Notice or Attendance (Form 11)

 Allowing a person to attend a court appearance using another method of 
attendance;

 Waiving or modifying service

 Alternative method for the service of a document

 Waiving or modifying any other requirement under these rules

 Requiring access to information per section 242 

 Recognizing an extra-provincial order other than a support order



Application About a Protection Order
Form 12

 Order that protects one family member from another family member if there 
is a risk of family violence

 Includes conditions the person named in it must follow

 Examples: do not contact or communicate directly or indirectly

 It is a criminal offense to disobey (breach) any conditions in the order

 Orders expire on the date a judge orders for it to end. If no specific end date, 
it expires one year after date ordered

 Can apply for yourself and/or your child, or on behalf of another adult



Protection Order Application

 Determine if you should apply without notice

 Normally need to give notice to the other party by having the 
application documents personally served on them

 Under some circumstances, may be without notice:

 Example: in imminent danger of harm; or

 providing notice in advance would probably create real risk of some 
danger or serious consequence



Protection Order Application
 The Schedule 1 Affidavit must be signed with a commissioner for taking 

affidavits



Protection Order Application



Protection Order Application



Protection Order Application



Application About Priority Parenting Matter
Form 15

 Priority parenting matters are usually:

 decisions about children, where all guardians are not in agreement, and

 a court order is needed on the priority parenting matter before any other 
parenting issues can be addressed, or separately from any other parenting 
issues, because something must be done quickly



Application About Priority Parenting Matter
Form 15

 Short Notice – less than 7 days

 Application Without Notice

 real risk of some serious consequence if the other party is given notice 

 If you need your order in less than 7 days or if there are special circumstances 
where the application should proceed without notice, you must complete and 
file the Application for Case Management Order Without Notice or Attendance 
(Form 11) with this application



Application About Priority Parenting Matter
Form 15

 Health treatments if delayed will result in risk to the health

 Passport, licence, etc., if delay will result in risk of harm

 Travel with a child or participation by a child in an activity because consent 
to the travel or activity is required and is alleged to have been wrongfully 
denied

 Change in location of a child’s residence, or if no previous agreement or 
Order and the change of residence can reasonably be expected to have a 
significant impact on the child’s relationship with another guardian

 Wrongful removal of a child / International Child Abduction

 Interjurisdictional issues

 Certain Ministry matters



Updates to 
Court Appearances



Family Management Conferences

 Typical first step in Application about a Family Law Matter: attend a family 
management conference

 Registry will help schedule

 Judge may

 assist the parties to identify the issues to be resolved

 explore options to resolve the issues

 make case management orders or directions to make sure case is ready for the 
next step

 make interim (temporary) orders about family law matters (without consent)

 make an order by consent of the parties

 make an order without a party, if a party does not show up or file a reply



Family Settlement Conference

 Previously known as Family Case Conferences

 Private conference between Judge, parties and counsel

 Judge will explore dispute

 Explore common ground

 Discuss needs of children and parenting plans

 Help parties reach agreement

 Each party given chance to talk about issues

 Judge may comment on strengths and weaknesses of each party’s case



Trial Preparation Conferences

 Short court hearing with a judge to discuss how the trial will proceed

 Explore additional steps that must be taken to ready the parties for trial



Questions?
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