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LSS is an independent, non-
profit organization that has
provided legal aid to people
with low incomes in BC since
1979. Legal aid services
include legal representation,
advice, and information.

Legal representation is
available for serious family
issues (e.g., involving child
apprehension matters or
domestic violence) and
serious criminal problems. It
is also available for some
immigration/refugee, mental
health law, and prison law
matters.

Legal advice is available
through criminal duty counsel
in all courts, family duty
counsel in Provincial Courts
and some Supreme Courts, the
Brydges Line, and LawLINE.

Legal information is
available through LawLINE,
plain language publications,
and Internet services,
including the Electronic Law
Library, the Family Law in
British Columbia, the LSS,
and the LawLINK websites.

To contact the LSS Call
Centre and LawLINE, dial:
(604) 408-2172 (Lower
Mainland) or 1-866-577-2525
(toll free from outside the
Lower Mainland).

To access the society’s
websites, go to www.lss.bc.ca.

News Releas®

Legal advice eligibility limits raised

October 26, 2005

Vancouver, BC — The Legal Services Society has raised the financial eligibility
limits for legal advice services. The changes more closely align these limits with
those for legal representation services, which were raised on October 12.

The financial eligibility test applies to LawLINE advice services and most
family duty counsel and family advice lawyer services. To be eligible, a client’s net
household income must fall within the limits set out in the following chart:
Effective October 26, 2005:

Legal advice financial eligibility test

Number of family Annual / monthly net
members * household income *

4 or fewer $36,000 / $3,000

5 42,000 / 3,500

6 49,000 / 4,085

7 or more 55,000 / 4,585

! Family members include children and parent(s) or
other adult(s) responsible for and living with the
children.

% Income is the person’s net income from all sources
but does not include that of a new spouse or child
support payments.

Clients who are not financially eligible can still receive —

e 20 to 45 minutes of general assistance from family duty counsel (depending on
the lawyer’s availability),

¢ aninitial 45 minute appointment with a family advice lawyer (with a referral
from a family justice counsellor), and

o legal information and referral services from LawLINE.

There is no financial eligibility test for criminal and immigration duty counsel
services or for Brydges line services.

For further information, see the financial eligibility fact sheet (at:
www.lIss.bc.ca/Newsroom/Fact_sheets.htm) and/or contact:

Mark Benton, Executive Director
Legal Services Society
(604) 601-6004

Suite 400
510 Burrard Street Tel: (604) 601-6000
Vancouver, BC V6C 3A8 Fax: (604) 682-7967
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